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Volunteer Maine welcomes, celebrates new
class of Maine AmeriCorps members during

annual induction ceremony

@ by BDN Community
November 16, 2021

AUGUSTA — Maine's newest AmeriCorps members, hailing from the state and
across the country, gathered virtually Monday, Nov. 15 to participate in the 27th
annual Maine AmeriCorps induction ceremony.

Maine Supreme Court Associate Justice Andrew Mead presided over the ceremony
and reading of the AmeriCorps Pledge, which each new member recites to affirm
their commitment to serving Maine communities.

“The AmeriCorps program is one of the best and clearest examples of what good
people can do to bring forth the best of the spirit of the community for the
common good,” shared Justice Mead to the more than 40 AmeriCorps members
who were able to attend the afternoon ceremony.
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CAMDEN
West Bay Rotary awards $3,000 to One Less Worry

‘West Bay Rotary President Mark Coursey and District 7790 secretary
Etienne Perret presented $3,000 ta executive director Sharon Hobson of
One Less Worry to support its initiative to provide free eco-friendly
menstrual cups to 300 low-income women in Knox County. These cups
will save women hundreds of dollars and significantly reduce menstrual
products going into the waste stream.

In accepting the donation, Hobson said, “Research shows that the average
woman spends $75 to $100 a year for menstrual products. For a woman
who is having a difficult time feeding a family, tampons and pads become
an expense that is hard to afford. By supplying the free menstrual cups, the
cost of menstruation drops to almost zero.”

Hobson also noted that there is nothing environmentally friendly about
traditionally purchased menstrual products, that typically come
individually wrapped, with adhesive strips or with plastic disposable
applicators, most of which also are made from synthetic materials like
rayon or absorbent polymers that are often bleached to stay white. All-
organic cotton alternatives are more expensive to buy.

One Less Worry is a grassroots organization that provides pads, tampons,
and toilet paper to people in Knox County. While its product distribution
is focused on local communities, its advocacy efforts have a far broader

reach. For more information, go to: onelessworry.me.
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Volunteer Maine celebrates new class of
AmeriCorps members
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AUGUSTA — Maine’s newest AmeriCorps members, hailing from the
state and across the country, gathered virtually Nov. 15 to participate in the

27th annual Maine AmeriCorps Induction Ceremony.

The ceremony has been archived on the Volunteer Maine YouTube

channel for those who could not view it live: youtu.be/o4]_xcvEw08.

Maine Supreme Court Associate Justice Andrew Mead presided over the
ceremony and reading of the AmeriCorps Pledge, which new members

recite to affirm their commitment to serving Maine communities.
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community for the common good,” said Justice Mead to the more than 40
AmeriCorps members who were able to attend the afternoon ceremony,

according to a news release from the organization.
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AmeriCorps members serve in Maine to gain valuable skills while
supporting community organizations in the areas of early childhood
education and development, mentorship, environmental conservation,
green energy education, expanding access to outdoor recreation,

improving the lives of Maine’s aging population, and community

American Legion Alfred W. Maxw.

resilience, among others. Member benefits include a living allowance and a
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